150                History of Local Bates

merely swelled the county figures for nothing. With
a partial exception in the case of main roads, the
county was given no control whatever over the amount
or expenditure of the grants which it had to make.
Further, in order to get over some difficulties, such
as the existence of different police rates in the county
and the non-county police boroughs, it was provided
that the counties and county-boroughs should keep a
separate "Exchequer Contribution Account" into
which the money received from the State should be
paid, and from which, with the exception of the main
roads payments, all the money due to the minor
authorities, and in addition half the cost of pay and
clothing of the county's own police, should be drawn :
the surplus only being available for the county as a
whole. Thus half the pay and clothing of the police
appears twice over in the county and county-borough
accounts, first in the payments out of the Exchequer
Contribution Account, and then in the payments out of
the Police Account. Some such arrangement may have
been necessary in counties which contained non-county
boroughs with separate police forces or other areas
which prevented the levy of a uniform county rate, but
the separate account was unnecessary in the other
counties and in all the county-boroughs. In the
county-boroughs it was absolutely futile, and its only
effect was to confuse the finance and make town coun-
cillors think they were still getting grants which
ceased in 1888. It can obviously make no difference
to a county-borough whether the payments which it
has to make to the unions are taken from an Exchequer
Contribution Account, the surplus of which goes in aid
of the borough rate, or from the general account which